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1717 October 13, 1899 

[Inclosure.1 

Number and caxtses of deaths in Ponce jurisdiction during the two weeks ended September S3, 

1899. 

Alcoholism (congestion of brain), 1 ; anasarca. 1 ; atrepsy, 5 ; bronchitis, chronic, 2 ; 
cirrhosis of liver, 1 ; chloro-ansemia, 4 ; congestion of lungs, 1 ; cachexia, senile, 1 ; 
carcinoma, 1 ; diarrhea, acute, 1 ; diarrhea, chrohic, 4 ; dyspepsia, 1 ; dyspepsia infan- 
tum, 2 ; drowned, 28 ; enteritis, 3 ; enteritis, chronic, 6 ; entero-colitis, 10 ; endocar- 
ditis, 1 ; eclampsia, 1 ; eclampsia infantum, 1 ; erysipelas, 2 ; gastro-enteritis, 3 ; gas- 
tric fever, 1 ; hemorrhage, cerebral, 1 ; inanition, 3 ; insufficiency and stenosis of the 
aorta, 1 ; malarial fever, 4 ; malarial fever (remittent form), 1 ; malnutrition, 1 ; men- 
ingitis, 3 ; puerperal fever, 1 ; pneumonia, 1 ; rachitis, 1 ; spasm of glottis, 1 ; tetanus, 
1 ; tetanus infantile, 2 ; tuberculosis, pulmonary, 10 ; valvular disease of heart, 1 ; 
wounds of kidney and spine, 1. Total, 114. Births in the same period, 46. 

REPORTS FROM THE MEXICAN BORDER. 

El Paso, Tex., September 24, 1899. — I have the honor to report that 
during the week ended September 23, 1899, there arrived on the Mexican 
Central Eailroad 2 passengers from Cuba via Vera Cruz, a destitute 
colored man and a poor Italian laborer, both without certificates and 
without baggage. The colored man ai rived September 18, 1899, only 
four days absent from Vera Cruz. I held him until the morning of the 
24th inst. The Italian arrived September 23, 1899, two days out from 
Vera Cruz. Will hold him until September 27, 1899. 

El Paso, Tex., October 1, 1899. — I have the honor to report that 
during the week ended September 30, 1899, all passengers but 1 from 
the City of Mexico and other points had certificates "not having been 
in infejted districts." One tourist, who would not give information of 
his whereabouts four days prior to leaving the City of Mexico, I de- 
tained and had his baggage disinfected. No passengers from Tampico 
during the past week. 

Eespectfully, yours, E. Alexander, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. S. 

Loredo, Tex., September SO, 1899. — I have the honor to submit the 
following report of inspection service for the week ended September 23, 
1899: 

International ferry. — Inspected and allowed entry from Nuevo Laredo 
to Laredo, Tex., 860 ; inspected and refused entry from Monterey, Mex- 
ico, to Laredo, Tex., 3. 

International footbridge. — Inspected and allowed entry from Nuevo 
Laredo, Mexico, tp Laredo, Tex., 2,525; includes. 23 immigrants; bag- 
gage and household effects noninfected ; inspected and refused entry 
from Monterey to Laredo, Tex., 3; other points in Mexico to Laredo, 
Tex., 3; total, 6. 

Mexican National Eailroad Bridge. — Inspected and allowed entry 
without detention : Prom City of Mexico, 50 ; San Luis Potosi, 24 ; 
Saltillo, 40 ; Monterey, 163 ; other points, 82 ; total entered, 359. Eefused 
entry from City of Mexico, 4 ; Monterey, 1 ; total, 5. 

The large increase of entries for week ended September 23 was caused 
by returning excursionists, as the railroad had put on very cheap rates. 
The larger portion were persons from Laredo, Tex., well-known to me, 
and the majority were inspected. before leaving here. 

October 2, 1899.— On September 25, 3 persons were seen fording the 
river on the frontier by one of the Marine-Hospital Service guards. He 
telephoned me, and I told him to send them back, which he did. A 
few hours later I was informed they had again crossed and were under 
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detention, saying that they would starve on the Mexican side, as they 
had no money. They also said they had come from Tampico where 
they had gone to try and get a passage to New York on some boat, in 
which they failed, I ordered them into the detention camp and wired 
the Bureau if I would be allowed to purchase rations for 3 destitute 
Americans at the detention camp. In the meantime the State quaran- 
tine officer furnished board until I received authority from the Bureau. 

They were in the detention camp September 25, and left the camp 
after their release on the morning of October 2, 1899, viz, seven days' 
detention in camp. It took them over three days to get here from 
Tampico, therefore they were safe. They all enjoyed good health while 
detained. The persons above mentioned had no baggage. I mention 
this in detail to show that the State officer and myself work in harmony 
for the insurance of a good quarantine. In fact, any person he desires 
to detain on the Mexican side, I instruct Marine-Hospital Service 
guards to not allow to cross until the necessary time of detention 
required by the State is complete. 

This I do to conform with section 3 of the quarantine laws of the 
United States which directs cooperation and aid to State and municipal 
boards of health in the execution of their rules and regulations. I 
even administer the quarantine oath required by the State to persons 
holding noninfection certificates in case the State quarantine officer is 
not on duty. 

Presidio, Tex., September 29, 1899 — Smallpox on the border. — I have 
the honor to submit the following report of my investigation of smallpox 
since my arrival here some eight days since : 

As I have stated in previous letters to the Bureau, it is a very hard 
matter to learn and keep posted on the exact number of smallpox cases 
in this country, as the Mexicans invariably conceal their sick and will 
report nothing. 

In the city of Ojinega (old Presidio del Norte), Mexico, there are at 
least 50 cases which have developed in the last ten days. It is my 
belief that many more cases exist there, but I am unable to find them 
or get any information concerning them. 

The truth is that it is impossible to get any definite knowledge of 
smallpox, and I presume that my report embraces no more than half 
of the cases which are now in existence. 

On the Mexican side of the Bio Grande, there are in Pilares 15 cases ; 
San Antonio, 20; Vado de Piedras, 20; San Juan, 100; San Francisco, 
5 ; Cuchio, 25 ; Mulette, 12. 

On the American side of the Bio Grande, Pilares contains 15 cases ; 
Condalaria, 1 ; Buidosa, 4 ; El Indie, 7 ; Palno, 2 ; Canaigre, 1. 

It is with the utmost difficulty that we keep Mexicans from infected 
houses on this side of the river from going into the larger towns on the 
railroad. To keep them here I have had notices posted in every place 
to the effect that any person leaving this section who has been exposed 
to smallpox will be subject to a fine or imprisonment, according to the 
United States Marine-Hospital Service revised regulations. * * * 

There are rumors to the effect that 20 cases of smallpox exist at the 
San Carlos, Tex., coal mines. I have sent 2 guards up the river to 
investigate. 

Bespectfully, yours, Lea Hume, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 



